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Vermont in Michigan
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F U O T O G R A P I - I S  BY G L A D Y S  A l l L L L R

01' iill rhc sections of the world \chcrc pioncerini  ̂
A-’crmoiiters have ventured, a little eomnumity 
in upper Miehigan retains, perha[>s, more of the 

tlavor ,ind tradition ot the Green Mountains, whieli the 
settlers left behind tliem.

1 lere in X’ermontville, founded in iS;6 by 4: families 
ot colonists, mainly from the Foultne\' area, there is held 
each year a big maple syrup festival. Sugaring is one of 
the main X'ermont traditions and skills which tliey 
brought \t ith them.

I-or N’ermontville's farmers make as much as :o,ooo 
gallons of s\ rup each spring, and it is said to lie a rcason- 
,ibl\' good facsimile of the Vermont standard of quality.

X'ermontville was planned carefully by the Rev. Syl- 
\ ester Caiehrane and the other \ errnont leatlers. I'.aeh of 
ihe settling families received 160 farm acres aiul also a 
town plot of 10 acres. Reminding rhc visitor of the vil- 
l.iges ot Rurlani.1 county is Vermontville's maple-bordered 
village green, w irh the atljaeent church and old aeadcmv 
buiklings.

I .leli .April X’ermontville’s 700 citizens put on their gal.i 
ni.iple celebration, often attracting as matiy as ;o,ooo 
\isitors from all [urts ot .Michigan. The maple trees lo- 
e.irctl in \ crmontvillc’s center, some 450 of them, arc

tapped out by the town’s high school students. I he S)Tup 
made from these trees is sold to help with the costs of 
running the maple s>Tup festival.


